Brookfield Renewable Power

School Street Hydroelectric Project
Quick Facts
Built: 1915
Generation capacity: 38 megawatts
Location: City of Cohoes, New York in the historic Harmony Mills District on
the Mohawk River at the scenic Cohoes Falls
Owner: Brookfield Renewable Power’s subsidiary Erie Boulevard Hydropower LP

The School Street facility is an important project in Brookfield Renewable Power’s
considerable hydroelectric portfolio. Located in the historic Harmony Mills District
of Cohoes, the project showcases Brookfield’s strong commitment to working
with the communities that it serves. Brookfield has invested millions of dollars in
improvements to the facility and the surrounding area after soliciting feedback from
local environmental and civic organizations.
Brookfield operates this facility under a license from the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission (FERC), which includes an agreement reached in 2005 that represents
a diverse and comprehensive array of public stakeholders, such as:
• New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
• United States Fish and Wildlife Service
• National Park Service
• City of Cohoes
• New York State Conservation Council
• New York Power Authority
• Rensselaer County Conservation Alliance
Other aspects of the stakeholder agreement include:
• Continuous water release over the Cohoes Falls every day of the year, with additional
aesthetic flow on weekends and holidays from May through October.
• State-of-the-art screening installed to protect fish; a new structure constructed to
safely move herring, eels and other fish around generating equipment.
• Creation of Falls View Park which includes a footbridge over the power canal, an
observation area at the crest and base of the falls – scenic vantage points never
before open to the public – and interpretive panels developed in conjunction with the
National Park Service.
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Did you know?
In its first full season of operation from
May through November 2009, Falls View
Park attracted over 18,000 visitors. The
stunning views of Cohoes Falls and the
historical interpretive displays continue to
draw people to the park, which opened in
August 2008. The public walkway to the
base of the river opened in the summer
of 2009, offering another unique view of
Cohoes Falls. Falls View Park is open from
May 1 through November 1 from dawn to
dusk; during these times it is staffed by
a park steward. The park and its fishing
platforms are handicap accessible.
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In 2008, Brookfield’s School Street
hydropower facility renovations and
Overlook Park enhancements were
selected for two national awards: the
Heritage Award of Excellence from
the Erie Canalway National Heritage
Corridor, and the National Hydropower
Association’s Outstanding Stewards of
America’s Waters Award.

In 2007, Brookfield made additional aesthetic improvements at the School Street power plant, paying homage to the vast cultural
and historical significance of this facility. Brookfield used compatible materials and designs, and worked to ensure that all repair
work for this project matched the existing structure in color and appearance, as practicable.
The three main components of the School Street site enhancement plan included:
Exterior building improvements
Masonry repair, installation of new windows and exterior lights, and painting.
Grounds maintenance
Concrete resurfacing, removal of retired-in-place above ground transmission equipment and overhead power lines or placing
some of these facilities underground, and removal of vegetation along the bank of the power canal.
Access road improvements
Replaced the facility’s access road off the main thoroughfare, North Mohawk Street, and aligned it with a new road that is
supported by a retaining wall that crosses and partially fills in the existing gully nearby the lower gatehouse.
The company also undertook major improvements to its Overlook Park, which sits adjacent to the School Street facility.
The park features new pavers, landscaping, benches and picnic facilities, and is open year round. From August 2008 through
August 2009, more than 14,000 individuals visited Overlook Park.
Low Impact Hydropower Certification
The Low Impact Hydropower Institute (LIHI) has accepted Brookfield’s application to certify the School Street project as
“low-impact hydropower.” LIHI is a nationally recognized, independent, non-profit organization dedicated to reducing the impacts
of hydropower generation through certification of projects that have avoided or reduced their environmental impacts. Brookfield
is an industry leader in LIHI-certified projects, having received nine certifications covering 42 dams in New York and Maine.
School Street to Help State Meet Clean Energy Goals
New power gained from recent efficiency upgrades at the School Street facility will help reach the 2015 goal of generating
45% of the State’s power from energy efficiency improvements and renewable energy under New York’s Renewable Portfolio
Standard (RPS).
Hydropower is important to New York’s clean energy future. Brookfield has upgraded 14 hydropower facilities that now proudly
contribute clean power to the RPS program.
Dispatched from Brookfield’s State-of-the-Art National System Control Center
The School Street facility is monitored and dispatched through a sophisticated, centralized control center based in Marlborough,
Massachusetts. The control center is staffed 24/7 and is designed to adhere to national security and reliability standards. School
Street also has local staff that monitors conditions and promptly responds to operating and maintenance needs.
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